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AN INTERVIEW WITH HUXLEY. | 

HIS VIEWS ON THE POLITICAL AND SOCIAL 
PROBLEMS OF AMERICA AND ENGLAND— 

_ RETICENT REGARDING THE CONTEST BE- 


| TWEEN RELIGION AND SCIENCE. Y | 
(From the New York Graphic. J Ae g } 
- Professor Huxley, the English s¢ientiét, is 
spending a day or two at the pleasant resi- 
dence of Mr. George Appleton, his friend and 
‘publisher in this country, at Riverdale. Last | 
_eyening the writer found opportunity to engage 
him in conversation as hesat onthe cool piazza |) 
after dinner, looking admiringly at the abrupt |) 
Palisades opposite and the succession of fine | 
North-riyer steamers just starting for various 
towns on the Upper Hudson. He is aman 
not above the medium size, with gray-tinged 
hair and tufts of side whiskers. His fea- 
tures are well, even sharply, defined 
‘and regular. His head is large, and with 
' the closely trimmed hair, gave an impression 
of squareness. His manner was affable and 
sincere. Whatever else he may be, he is eyi- 
dently an honest man, without guile or subter- 
fuge. He said that since his arrival in this 
country on Saturday he had not been struck by 
differences from English appearances and man- 
ners, but rather by similarities to them. When 
the word agnostic was mentioned he laughed 
and said that it was a term that he had himself 
invented several years ago; ‘‘ and now,” he 
added, ‘‘the religionists call us all agnostics.” 
Of course he informed his visitor there was no 
organization so called. “He was asked about 
the probable result of the recent intense ac- 
tivity of the popular mind in regard to at- 
tempted scientific solutions of biological ques- 
tions, and whether the problems engaging the 
attention of scientific men to-day were not 
more important than those of any other 
period. He said it was undoubtedly a great | 
advantage that men were led to think on 
such matters, but he hesitated to express his | 
ideas on them in a casual cowversation, know- | 
“ing that they woulkl be published. He gave 
substantially the same answer to a questien 
touching the alleged conflict between science | 
and religion. He, however, wae of the opin- 
jon that the discrediting of the creed of any | 
nation or race did not necessarily result in the | 
decline of its civilization. At this point Profes- | 
sor Huxley succeeded in getting the lead in the 
ainestions, and began te interview the Graphic 
representative. He asked his opimion first as 
to which of the great parties woulée probably 
win in the present Presfdential cemfict. On 
being told, he remarked upon the advantage 
it was to a nation to have a conservative agri- 
Jeattural population .of small land.owners. 
‘Im| England the rural population was dense- 
ly ignorant, because it was met in- 
terested in the soil whieh, it cultivated. 
Then he asked what kind of a man Governor. 
“Pilden was. His visitor told him, and, after 
one or two special questions about him and 
general politics, he shook his kead with a de 
precating smile and said he was afraid tkat 
when he went Home he would still beof opinion 
that England was a better republic than: A me- 
vica. He supposed that the next great question | 
that would come up would relate to the tariff! 
and would divide the East from the West. | 
“Wait,’’ said he, ‘‘ until you have a population 
of 90,000,000. You havent had a great test of 
your strength yet. Wait uatil you haye a vast 
ignorant vote to deal with.’’ Nevertheless, he 
thought the slavery question was one of yery 
great difficulty. He remarked upon thie seve- 
ral times, but did dot attempt to analyze it. He 
was not opposed to strikers. He thought that 
it could not be of advantage to any naticm to 
have a_ great portion of its people oppressed 
by extreme poverty. Yet he acknowledged 
that the effect of striking might be the over- 
throw of England’s commercial supremacy. 
The striking of English workmen might en- 
able America. to undersell Manchester. His 
thought appeared to be that {¢ was better for 
the world that men should combine for self- 
protection, though it might be bad for the 
merchants and manufacturers of a particular 
country. The nobility, he said, were often re-_ 
ferred to, hoth in this country, and in England, . 
as an etlete pus worthless .class.. This was not | 
the trpth.’ hey were mem generally of. j > 
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‘did not like Géneral Von Moltke’s criticis 
the West Point Military Ac ah —that Drak: 
tically it narrowed the field far the selection of 
generals to the few hundred graduates, while 
to gt the best general it was necessary to have 
the'whole nation to select from. He said that 
one would not advocate the selection of a chief 
surgeon from the people; instead of taking’one 
from among the graduates of some medical col- 
lege, and yet study and special knowledge were 
just as much needed'in generalship as in sur- 
gery. Von Moltke’s criticism, he thought, pre- 
supposed that Von Moltke was to be there to 
make the selections for génerals. * 7 
A question was asked whether the doctrine 
of evolution was, im Professor Huxley’s opin- 
ion, still an open question, or whether he re- 
garded it as proved. ‘He said that he was go- 
ing to deliver a lecture onthatsubject, in which 
he should endeavor to lay down carefully and 
clearly all the evidence touching evolution, so 
that people ean form their own judgments, or 
atleast, have all the known facts before them. 
Ishallendeavorto present all the points. 
That,” he added, ‘‘is a man’s only true. rela- 
tion to the public.’’ Again, when he was asked 
whether he thought the final cell (in order of 
discovery ) would be proved to be of chemical 
production, he said he held his mind in a state 
ofsuspension. ‘‘Somethings,” he explained, 
we do not know, and’ it is very important that 
when man does not know a thing that he shall 
confess it. It is one fault I find with the 
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SCIENCE AT BUFFALO. 


FUXLEY’s IMPRESSIONS OF AMERICA. 
‘N ENTHUSIASTIC WELCOME BY THE ASSOCIATION, 
AND PROF. HUXLEY’S REPLY. 

[BY TELEGRAPH TO THE TRIBUNE, ) 

BurraLo, Aug. 25,—Prof. Unxley arvived here 
last night and attended the meeting of the Ameri- 
can Association this morning. He was introduced 
by the president, Prof. Rogers, ma few fitting re- 
marks of welcome. ‘The audience was yery large 
and’ enthusiastic. Prof. Huxley repliod substan- 
| tially as follows: ~~ tu Li 

Permit mein the first place to’ offer you my most 
| hearty thanks for this, { would not say unexpected 
welcome, becanse everywhere sinco, I landed in 
America it has been of this kind; but for this very 
cordial and hearty welcome, you will forgive me if 
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ifference between your women aud ours after 
He said our English women 


titer feoling somewhat keenly—that there was a 


I should be sorry to use the word which Hawt 
did, yet in respect to stature for fine portly) 
Ithink the average here folly as great aso 1 
other side. Some people talk of the inn ae 
ence of climate. I havo seen no trace of the ‘North 
American type.” You have among you the virtue 
which is most notable among savages, that of ho 
tality. You take us to a bountiful dinner and are not 
quite satisfied unless we take away witheeiie 
plaies and spoons. Another feature has 1 ores 
itself upon me. I have visited some of your gr 
universities and mect men as well known in the 
wvorld as in the new. I find certain differences he 
The English universities are the product of G 


raent, yours of private munificence. That among us- 
ig almost unknown, ‘The general notion of at 

Englishman when he gets rich is to found an 
and benefit his family. The general not 
Amvcrican when fortunate is to do somethi 

good of the people and from which benefi 
continue to flow. The latter is the nobler ambi 


tiquities in America. If you talk about the trum 
of three or four thousand years of history, it is” k' 
But, in the large sense as referring to times before. 
man made hismomeritary appearance, America is the 


place to study the antiquities of the globe. The | 


|my phraseology is inadequate, for I have always 
| thought it the highest cloquence to condense what- 
ever there is -to be said in the fewest 
words.® I have been told that it would be 
| gratifying to you to have me say some- 
thing, but emotion will make my speaking 
a difficult task. Also, I have no scicntifie matter to 


reality of the enormous amount of material here has 
far surpassed my anticipation. 1 haye studied the 
collection gathered by Prof, Marsh at New-Hayen. | 
There is none like it in Europe, not only 
in extent of time covered, but by reason of 
its bearing on the problem of evolution; whereas, 


communicate, and I am unprepared. Since my 
arrival | have discovered that the special instinet of 
curiosity is altogether doveloped here. I experienced 
it almost immediately on my arrival in being inter- 
viewed by two active and intelligent representatives 
of your press, who put to mea series of inquiries of 
deepest and wost profound interest, each of which 


would require a treatise in reply; and J am afraid [ | 


had to dismiss them with scant courtesy. It may 
satisfy thei curiosity if 1 state briefly some of my 
genvgal impressions of this country. 

Since uy arrival I have learned a great many 
things, sore, I think, than ever before in an equal 
space of time in my hfe. In England we have 
always taken a lively interest in America; but I 
think no Englishman who has not had the good for- 
tune to visit America has any real conception of the 
‘activity of the population, the cnormous distances 
which separate the great centers; and least of all do 


‘before this collection was made evolution was a | 


Egypt. In that collection are the facts 
cession of forms and the history of their ce 
‘AN that now remains to be asked is how, 
and that is a subordinate question. With 
such matters as this before mind, 
you will excuse me if I cannot 
find thoughts appropriate to this oceasion, I would 
that I might have offered something more worthy 
put I hope that your association may do what the 
British Association is doing—may sow the seeds of 
sciontific inquiry in your cities and villages, whence 
shall arise a process of natural selection by which 
those minds best fitted for the task may be led to 
help on the work in which we are all interested. 
Again I thank you for your excessive courtesy, and, 
J may almost say, affectionate reception. 
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